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Sovlet Presence in the Third World:
Developments in the Past Decade

“The position of the Soviet Union in the Third World
today is stronger than it was a decade ago, despite
recent setbacks ]

Treads
Darin the 19505, follovin the el of i el
defeating dsion of the wald o “owo camp,” the
Savits suceeded i mking major inonds i Epr
India, Indonesia, Ghana, and other former Western.
colonis But Moscow' diplomate and propaganda
Suppor,modes: cconomic aid and ars sl faed 0
etr continuing US sctism and did not resnt a
Siing of mjor sctbacks during e 1960s—in Zie,
Lios he Dontinian Republic Brazi, Ghana. Inda-
resia, Mal nd the 1967 Ara-rseiwarl—|

Nor did the Soviets make major headway during the

next half decade, notwithstanding US diffculies in

Southeast Asia

* I 1972 v s atrMishowshitod o ke

1, the Soviels were just a5

menu s e st

+ In the Sudan, a Sovietsupported coup etempt
against Prsident Nimeiri ailed.

« President Salvador Allende’s regime in Chile was
overthrown.
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Thesatr bovevr, and though e rlnderof
e 19705, the Soviet Union notably improved its
oo e n he Third ok, Wheess

o
,mxm terms and e b
< maor vt ein 10 (s conluion

o

" North Vietnan's 1975 dfest of South Vistan,
acquisiton of control aver Laos, and 1978 ierven-
tion in Kampuchea

. Th MPLA'S

proved For
" e

More recently, bl

he Angolan el war,
Soviet-armed Cuban troops ransportcd by Cuban
ol St st
< 7178 Soviet Generaled drubbing of
Trhe Oesden War, i he e
ol Cuban oo supporicd by 3 mase vt
| iyl

0 Soviet 3 . The mmenm of
Soviet gains and shocks o US nterests appears
hae slowed considerably owing to:
+ The continuing siff insuraeacy in Afghenistan,
Moscow has been reluctant o make new
major commitments.
+ Thind Worldand partclarly samic bosily (0

sence n ATghanistan, nd
et e of

aligned Movement,

 uence in Kl lnd m 157 Sovit o
e

Poland that has requived

of the Amrian oo nd i b

+ China'srlative restraint and arly witdraval dur

g e 199 o Vieumese W
« The Cubarvsupy ndinista’ oustr of Presi
dent Somoza fmm Nicurmain o 1979 and declp-

twcen 1971 and 1981 (two of which were ater
abrogated) ]

bitantial S ps made Mos.
cow reluctant (o be more aggressive elsewhere.
The war between Iraq and Irsn, in which Baghdsd

*+ The ot setlcmert o Znbabv,
inster Rot abe's mmmmmwm.
cow und e e St N
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« Inerssed Soth Afcan andlca nsurget e
0 Angols end Mozambique,
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prowy comntrnsrgeaey oulok thre andin
Guatemal

e 33 ontit n Lebanen i i theSyian
Air Force was huilieted, the PLO was driven from
Beirut, and Moscow was a bystander, ]

it Gains

A]\hnu;n Moscow bas recenly (aed 0 make o
achier

i pson n the Thicd Verdsecioe remaing

siatr thn it was g decade
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+ Nicaragua poses a serous consentional miltary
hrat 08 nefghors ad seks o s the
insurgenciesin E1 Salvador and Gustemals.
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« The Soviets may yet turn Afghanistan (o a new
Mongola, s Pk nd s e b e

;‘

+ TSRt o US ieressn e Pesian our
caused by the Shals oustr represents a continuing
Soviet g

Vit oo An ol Eliois, South Vetwen,

Syl and L, a decade earler they
o lss e m “Third Word and oerted
oty autf Cuba, Egype and Somtia

« Moscow i the incon xwph:l of arms 10 34
C ampred wih 17 dsade g0 (nluing
Cuba, Vietnam, Mongolis, and North Kores).
 The iy s b9 50 o s e
ard curnce o the e of armsand ity
 cupmen o Thrd World o
s Co s o mmm.m
" N andonhe Hornof At e iy
{ecks o nlence deveopmens s West AT,

have paid off i the daly currency of Third Warld

have helped 1o instal, keep in poner,

st of governments amena-
bl to Sovit nterests and obiectivs and hstile 0
those o the US[___]

Insill e o he USSR hs ined  nce
and a respect leading 10 caution among some other-
Vi Incned t deny o aiack 1 nerss, This,
Voo has goten ot el gkt n e
sl o, dsle s rsqenty ggrive ek

. The increased Soviet resence in the Third World
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oo greser ot ol
gethering and subversion ]

Instruments of Soviet Diplomacy
B s sratege ol el 1 Eu
e comenion (e he pinial Eundatins
of b tersaioml mma‘n vis-avis the West, China,
and rlatedly the Third W Union has

Seeret

— Moscow's Warsaw Pact alles, Cuba, Liby
and Norh Korea have given LDCs miliary
omic aid and technical assisance.
— 35000 Cuban oo are deined i Amgla
and Ethiopia
— East German security uaits and nteligence
ffers v ko osrtond rsponsie

sought 10 increase 1 assels and influence by:

* Milay st and ceratos
pon and ther miliry sqipmeat saes
g $598 bl n 19731
“The USSR is now the wrlds leading arms
expurt
— Taning LDC miliary peronsel n
S15 in 1981-—andditcing S
e i 1o sbr

hiopi.
bz Suth Vet e Shr ot

+ Other activites
" Dt and ndiect Sovet and lld el

Third World nations including Turkey).
— Financial support to Communist parces,

— Inviting orcign ather
s b i et ol tions in numerous LDC:
days, and other and sending Soviet  — Media propaganda and disiaformation

iy delegtons 1o LDCS,
— Forvarddeloving ol unis s 0 wri's
oceans, incl Mediterrancan, Carib-
e West Affean naters,and Arai nin
pecial activites—including
vl resence, i, seaif, oy i
cise, and the deployment of ground and air

+ Economic aid and cultural exchanges
— Between 1954 and 1981, the USSR extended
$22.4 billon in credis and grants to LDCs,
65 percent of this n 1972:81

activites.
— St of e s proWeson -
] s—

Crises and Other Major Third World Developments
Elicting Sovit Milltary Actiites

[T i

— In 1981, 34970 Soviet.
e in LDCs, and some 4,800 LDC techni-
cal trainees departed for the USSR and other
Warsaw Pact nations last year.
— Atthe end of 1981, 42800 LDC acadermic:
Students were n the USSR,
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